
Hypothesis: People tend to appropriate spaces around them against the rules that they are 
set into when they are not flexible and not designed for their needs.  
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Abstract 
Urban spaces are not defined by authorities( government and professionals) but by users. No 
matter what the rules are, people appropriate spaces and give meaning to it. It happens 
both at macro and micro level. Grid based planning may look imposing, but when people 
start living, they make changes to spaces and live with it.  For example, in the city of Jaipur, 
the extreme rigid grid is broken and a number of shortcuts and organic street patterns have 
emerged over a period of time. Most of the times, it emerges out of necessity. This paper 
looks at how these rules are broken in everyday urban life (at micro scale) through mapping 
of pedestrian crossing paths that people take. We have selected a few streets of the city of 
Ahmedabad where there is a median divider, in the presence and absence of dedicated 
crosswalks.  
 
Introduction  
 
We often come across situations where people break the city’s rules and regulations. People 
articulate everyday spaces by walking, inhabiting, shopping etc. It is of utmost importance 
for urban designers and planners to understand people’s needs. Otherwise people would 
not abide by that design.  
The disciplinary functions in institutions are deflected by tactics: the participants offer an 
anti-discipline (Michel de Certeau, 1984). These always generate contradictions. They are 
impossible to administer rationally, consisting of 'ruses and combinations of power' (Michel 
de Certeau, 1984, p 156). Thus the apparent decay of the city, seen from above by 
politicians and administrators (and academics) is not supported by the people who actually 
live or walk in it.  
 
Pedestrian crosswalks 
Pedestrians, an important part of urban space, walk and often find the shortest distances 
between places. Most major streets in Ahmedabad have cross walks. And people sometimes 
cross through them or do not. We wanted to study this relationship with one street having 
median and railing, another with a tall median without railing and the other with a short 
median. And all these streets are important major connections.  
 
Case 1: C.G. Road 
A few months ago, guard rail was installed on the median of C.G. Road. Since this street had 
retail on both the sides and is used by many for shopping, people do cross the street and 
jump the railing, since walking the distance between two cross roads is inconvenient for 
many. Interestingly, few days back some portions of the railing were uprooted, and people 
breathed a sigh of relief. 



 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Case 2: Navrangpura road  
This road has two pedestrian cross walks in the length of 400 m and in between some 
median stones are removed and people cross the road through them as well. This might be 
because of the strong connections between the shops facing each other and also to reach 
internal lanes on the other side.  
 
Case 3: Gulbai Tekra  
Medians are designed to divide roads and as a space it has no other meaning than a divider, 
often with a few landscape features, pedestrian crossings, sometimes railings. But people‘s 
appropriations change the meaning of this kind of space. For example in Gulbai Tekra it has 
been used for storage, socializing, parking, commercial activity, display etc.  
 
Mapping methodology 
We mapped everyone who crossed the road, with the place of crossing, direction of crossing 
for half an hour per street at the busiest time of the day and also the activity mapping on 
the median on Gulbai Tekra.  
 
After mapping 

C G Road  

This road has higher traffic intensity and high on-street activities with vending, eateries and 

parking. Since shops, both formal and informal on either side are complementary, the 



connection between the two sides becomes very important. This railing intended to curtail 

people’s movement from one side to another does not stop people from crossing it. They 

jump over it and it has become a normal thing on C G road. People dangerously climb over 

the median, wait there for some time, walk on the small median and then cross.  

Our task was to map these crossings. On this road especially, in half an hour about 100-110 

people crossed the median throughout this stretch of about 400m the maximum people 

crossed near Municipal market and near Navrangpura bus stops. We also observed that 

dogs crossed over defined cross walks because the railing was too high for them to jump 

across.  

Navrangpura road 

This road has a 0.6 meter wide median with shrubs in the centre. The part between two 

consecutive cross roads has two 1.2 meter wide crosswalks. At some random places the 

median stones are missing. Though majority of the people here cross at the crosswalk, some 

cross at the missing median place. Others climb the 2 feet high median to cross this road. 

This happens particularly at a place where an alley connects this road. 

Gulbai tekra  

On this road, the traffic intensity is lesser. There are no crossings, median is absent at some 

points. People freely cross the road almost anywhere. But the median is wide enough that it 

can sustain a lot of activities. Lots of different kinds of activities happen here and median 

works here like an extension of their houses. 

Conclusions 

People are reluctant to walk till the cross walk and cross the road. The tendency is always to 
reduce the walking distance.  
After mapping the Navrangpura road, which has two crosswalks separated by 200m, people 

still crossed from in between (through median stone removed) these two cross walks. While 

the people who crossed between these two could walk till the median stone opening and 

cross. One conclusion would be that, people are reluctant to walk more than 100m. On C G 

road, with the absence of crosswalks, people cross everywhere. But this could also be 

because of the stronger connection between the two sides. But the condition of crossing 

was better at Navrangpura road because the crossings were defined. Maybe they were not 

enough.  

Assumptions and limitations 
It was assumed the median stones in between were removed by people, since we did not 
have evidence as to who removed them. In the short period of this exercise we also could 
not reverse the hypothesis and test it taking cases where people do not break rules.  
 
 



 
Reflection on how to improve the method 
More with different median and cross walk conditions could be mapped for more conclusive 
data. We took up only cases to prove our hypothesis right. Cases to prove hypothesis wrong 
also could be made stronger for unbiased conclusions. Cases where inclusive design 
conditions exist could be looked at to check if people still break the rules.  
 
The feedback received in the jury 
Conclusions could have been strongly pointed out or a map could be made for conclusive 
data. 
More cases could be considered for mapping. 
Reversal of hypothesis could be tried out to come out of the bias.  
Slight disconnect with the case of gulbai tekra. Could have been integrated in a better way. 
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